From DRC to the U-ST'wo Twin BrothersReady toConquer the World
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Extract from the songyn Jour(One Daywritten by Jordi and Jordan

Jordan and Jordi rest on the basketball court in Algiers, between play. UNHCR / M. Lesueur

Jordi and Jordan are two twin brothers, unaccompanied refugee children in Algeria who left
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and accusations of witchcraft they both suffered from in their courtfyorigin. The two

teenagers recently received their acceptance to the United States under the resettlement
program.

In Algiers, each person who met Jordi and Jordan remembers them well. Inseparable-16 year

old twin brothers, smiling and almost 18etres tall their difference of skin color and their

physical frames of basKeall players make themrisuallyremarkable. It is on their basKexll

courtin Ain Allah (Algeria) that we watch them training on a hot June morning, bfiiag

with theminthe shade. By perseverance, they managed to be respected arotiveand are

now solid defense assets. Their idols are Lebron James, Tony Parkef emarse, Michael

Jordan! Baskdgallis not their exclusive passion. Jordi and Jordan write and sing afrmap
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something with music. Jordan later followed him thanks to the advice of wise friends. Jordi
and Jordan write songs not only to externalize their feelingsibtk and hopes but alsim
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support each other, we give each other hope when we negd it i St £t & W2 NRA ® @
alone, you can make wrong decisions. Togetkar can share things, like the joy of learning

that we will go to the United Statesspurson Jordi. A mutual support enabled them to go
through all the great challenges they had to overcome. It also enabled them to keep a good
mood and lifesaving optinlsm.
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Jordan brings up their difficult beginnings in Algeria when aged 14 years old they arrived in
Algiers after having crossed the Sahara desert. They had to quickly adapt to the Algerian
culture and find illegal work mainly loading and unloadingecause construction work is too
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be discreet in a society where xenophobic comments againsSsiitaran migrants are made
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provocation or curiosity are ways to get entertained. When people ask us where we come

from, | often say that | am Beém or American because they do not understand that an
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optimistic and Jordan even saw an improvement in recent months, notably with police
officers who greethem andtalk with them.

Their move to El Mouradia neighborhood (Algiers, Algeria) in an accommodation provided by

the UN Refugee Agency (UNH@Rgollaboration withinfocomJeunescontributed to this
improvement, notably through the eliving life with five other refugees enabling a family

NBf I A2y aKA MWe sufportdedrh fotRer. dhel® is @ good atmosphere: we eat
together, even during Ramadan, where we shareftaure\Sy A F ¢S | NB y20 ac
prospect of leaving the elmcation grieves them, but they will keep in touch through social

media, and the twins incarnate in the eyes of their roommates an example of patience and

hope rewarded by resettlement.

Jordi anddrdan also communicate with refugeeasho left before themin the United States.

Even if Jordan is a bit apprehensive about the cultural gap with Americans and the difficulty
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two albinos, insults are doubled. There is a need to raise emess on that matter, fight

prejudices and restore confidence to albinos who consider themselves inferior and think they
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When they learnt that they were leaving Algeria to be resettled in the United States, Jordi and
Jordan were bursting with joy before worrying that they could not make their show for World
Refugee Day in Algiers. However, they promised to leave a song to be played on that day.
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verge of adulthood seem to have already started taking off and it appears that they will
continue to inspire people thegome aross while writing the next chapters of their life story.
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On their Way: The two brothers at‘l—iouarl ouetdiene Airport, Algiers, prior to the‘ir flight to the
US.Jordi and Jordan departed on 14 June. UNHCR / M. Lesueur



Jordan and Jordi pose on the court with some swagd¢NHCR / M. Lesueur

Marion Lesueur, Associate Protection Offiedlgiers, 6 Jun2017



