
From DRC to the U.S - Two Twin Brothers Ready to Conquer the World 
 

ά[ŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ; I am allowed to dream 
I run to reach the summit  
hƴŜ Řŀȅ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ  
hƴŜ Řŀȅ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǘƻƭŜ ƳŜ 
LΩƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ 
For my success I want to give everything 
I keep up, L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇέ 
 
Extract from the song Un Jour (One Day) written by Jordi and Jordan 
 

Jordan and Jordi rest on the basketball court in Algiers, between play. UNHCR / M. Lesueur  

Jordi and Jordan are two twin brothers, unaccompanied refugee children in Algeria who left 
ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎƻ ό5w/ύ ƛƴ нлмп ǘƻ ŦƭŜŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ WƻǊŘƛΩǎ ŀƭōƛƴƛǎƳ 
and accusations of witchcraft they both suffered from in their country of origin. The two 
teenagers recently received their acceptance to the United States under the resettlement 
program.  
 
In Algiers, each person who met Jordi and Jordan remembers them well. Inseparable 16 year-
old twin brothers, smiling and almost 1.9 metres tall, their difference of skin color and their 
physical frames of basketball players make them visually remarkable. It is on their basketball 
court in Ain Allah (Algeria) that we watch them training on a hot June morning, before talking 
with them in the shade. By perseverance, they managed to be respected on the court and are 
now solid defense assets. Their idols are Lebron James, Tony Parker and, of course, Michael 
Jordan! Basketball is not their exclusive passion. Jordi and Jordan write and sing a mix of rap 
ŀƴŘ wϧ. ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ ƻŦ ά.ŀōŀ /ƻƻƭέ ŀƴŘ άWƻǊŘŀƴ .ƭŀŎƪέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ WƻǊŘƛ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ 



something with music. Jordan later followed him thanks to the advice of wise friends. Jordi 
and Jordan write songs not only to externalize their feelings, doubts and hopes but also to 
reach ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΥ άWe 
support each other, we give each other hope when we need it,έ ǘŜƭƭǎ WƻǊŘƛΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
alone, you can make wrong decisions. Together, we can share things, like the joy of learning 
that we will go to the United States,έ spurs on Jordi. A mutual support enabled them to go 
through all the great challenges they had to overcome. It also enabled them to keep a good 
mood and life-saving optimism.   
 
Jordan brings up their difficult beginnings in Algeria when aged 14 years old they arrived in 
Algiers after having crossed the Sahara desert. They had to quickly adapt to the Algerian 
culture and find illegal work mainly in loading and unloading because construction work is too 
ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ WƻǊŘƛΩǎ ŀƭōƛƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
be discreet in a society where xenophobic comments against sub-Saharan migrants are made 
ŘŀƛƭȅΦ ά!ǎ ƻǳǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǳƴƴƻǘƛced, we had to keep a low profile and be good 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎέ ǘŜƭƭǎ WƻǊŘŀƴΦ CŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ WƻǊŘŀƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƻǊΥ άCƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
provocation or curiosity are ways to get entertained. When people ask us where we come 
from, I often say that I am Belgian or American because they do not understand that an 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŘ ǎƪƛƴΗέ  CŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƳŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
optimistic and Jordan even saw an improvement in recent months, notably with police 
officers who greet them and talk with them.  
 
Their move to El Mouradia neighborhood (Algiers, Algeria) in an accommodation provided by 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in collaboration with Infocom Jeunes contributed to this 
improvement, notably through the co-living life with five other refugees enabling a family 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇΦ άWe support each other. There is a good atmosphere: we eat 
together, even during Ramadan, where we share the Ftour, evŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
prospect of leaving the co-location grieves them, but they will keep in touch through social 
media, and the twins incarnate in the eyes of their roommates an example of patience and 
hope rewarded by resettlement. 
 
Jordi and Jordan also communicate with refugees, who left before them, in the United States. 
Even if Jordan is a bit apprehensive about the cultural gap with Americans and the difficulty 
ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ WƻǊŘƛ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾƛȊŜǎΥ ά.ȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎhool, we will learn 
ŜŀǎƛƭȅέΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΥ άL ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭōƛƴƻǎΩ ŎŀǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
two albinos, insults are doubled. There is a need to raise awareness on that matter, fight 
prejudices and restore confidence to albinos who consider themselves inferior and think they 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 
When they learnt that they were leaving Algeria to be resettled in the United States, Jordi and 
Jordan were bursting with joy before worrying that they could not make their show for World 
Refugee Day in Algiers. However, they promised to leave a song to be played on that day.  
 
WƻǊŘƛ ŀƴŘ WƻǊŘŀƴ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ young boys, on the 
verge of adulthood seem to have already started taking off and it appears that they will 
continue to inspire people they come across while writing the next chapters of their life story.  



 

 
On their way : The two brothers at Houari Boumediene Airport, Algiers, prior to their flight to the 
US. Jordi and Jordan departed on 14 June. UNHCR / M. Lesueur 

 



Jordan and Jordi pose on the court with some swagger. UNHCR / M. Lesueur  

Marion Lesueur, Associate Protection Officer - Algiers, 6 June 2017 


